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Like Jainism, Buddhism also preached a casteless society and condemned the elaborate
rituals of the Vedic faith. It was also silent on the existence of god. In course of time,
however, a sect of Buddhism, Mahayana, allowed idol worship in order to concede to a
popular practice that existed among the common folk. This goes to prove that in the process
of finding a wide base for their religion, every religion had accepted certain popular rituals
and beliefs, though in different forms.
In course of time Buddhism began providing several opportunities to the public to fulfil
their vows by allowing them to participate in 'acts of merit' (offerings of votive stupes, idols
of the Buddha and the like) at the sttJpas and caltyas. The lore that developed included
several gods and goddesses. The concept of Avalokiteswara seems to have had its origin
near Dhanyakataka.
A sustaining contribution of the Buddhists to the Andhra culture is their interest in the
promotion of various fine arts, especially architecture, sculpture and painting. The stupa at
Amaravati was the culmination of their perfection in architecture and sculpture. The early caves
of Ajanta stand as a fitting testimony to their mastery over the art of painting. The earliest
known phase in the history of Andhra fine arts is thus linked with Buddhist achievements.
When Vedic faith was later revived as Puranic religion, a majority of the Buddhist customs
and practices were incorporated into the Hindu system of worship.
Though there was an intellectual and theological activity promoted by eminent thinkers
and assemblies of monks from time to time, the religion was burdened with various sectarian
schisms. Ritualism and tantric practices soon led to a corrupt mode of life in the Buddhist
seats. A systematic revolt and demolition of Buddhist sites grew up as a result. As said earlier,
this revolt was organized by the K&l&mukha Saivites who signed utpattl pidugu as the authors
of demolition at such places of ^destructon. Utpattl Picjugu is interpreted as thunder-bolts
(pic/ugu) striking at utpattl, meaning utpatha (aberration from the right path). Puranic Hinduism,
however, made the Buddha an Incarnation of Vishnu, thus relegating the significance of the
Buddhist faith to one of the innumerable facets of a larger faith.
Saivism
Saivlsm which believes In Siva as the supreme god was known to the Andhras for the
last two thousand years. Some of the Ikshvaku, Salankayana and Vishnukundi kings were
devotees of Siva. The Vishnukundis declared themselves as "parama maheswaras" and as
devotees of Sri Parvata Swamy. The temple of Chltraratha Swamy was one of the oldest
temples dedicated to Siva Saivism during the early centuries of the first millennium is generally
said to be" "Purana Salvam" As It, gradually gained prominence, it began owning the local
gods as manifestations of Siva. With Siva as the main god, there grew around him many
associate gods and goddesses (pariv&ra dSvatas) such as Parvati, Ganapati and Skanda.
Some of the Andhra rulers issued coins protraylng the Images of Vrishabha (nandi or Siva's
bud) and Skanda.